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Paris, Friday, January 6th,

After several days' delay owing to indisposition, I began to write
" Hilda Lessways " yesterday afternoon; only 400 words. To-
day, 1,100 words. It seems to be a goodish beginning.

On Wednesday the Godebskis came for dinner, and Simone,
Chateaubriant and Fargue came afterwards. I got from the last
all details necessary for my preface to the English translation
of " Marie Claire ".

The Chronicle asked me to resume my articles at 5 guineas a
col. I asked for six.

Thursday, January I2th,

I went to see Lee Mathews and B, de Zoete * at Hotel St. James
Sunday afternoon. Discussion of play prospects.

Monday, January i6th.

B. de Zoete and Violet Hunt came for lunch. Calvo2 for dinner.
F. M. Hueffer and V. Hunt came after dinner, and stayed till
12.15. He told us Conrad had first idea of writing through
seeing a Pseudonym3 at the bookstall at Vevey Station.
He chose English in preference to French because whereas
there were plenty of stylists in French there were none in
English.

1 Beryl de Zoete, author of" Homes of the First Franciscans in Umbra ",
etc.

8 Bennett's friend, M. D. Calvocoressi.

* In the Pseudonym Library were first published, under pseudonyms,
books many of which have since become famous.
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